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U.S, REPORTERS IN MOSCOW: A TEST CASE? 
ANNCR: 

IN MOSCOW, TWO AMERICAN NEWSPAPER CORRESPONDENTS CHARGED WITH 
SLANDER TOLD A MOSCOW COURT FRIDAY THAT THEY ACTED "PROPERLY" IN 
REPORTING ON A SOVIET DISSIDENT TRIAL IN THE REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA. 
A TRIAL IN THIS UNPRECEDENTED ACTION AGAINST FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS 
IN MOSCOW HAS BEEN DELAYFD UNTIL NEXT FRIDAY. VOA'S MARK HOPKINS 
HAS A BACKGROUND REPORT FROM OUR EUROPEAN BUREAU. 

VOICE: 

THE SCHEDULED TRIAL OF NEW YORK TIMES REPORTER CRAIG 
WHITNEY AND THE BALTIMORE SUN'S HAROLD PIPER ON CHARGES OF SLANDER 
TS EMERGING AS A TEST CASE OF FOREIGN REPORTING FROM MOSCOW, 

SOVIET AUTHORITIES HAVE FREQUENTLY OBJECTED TO WHAT THEY 
REGARD AS DISTORTED, BIASED OR HOSTILE REPORTING OF SOVIET 
EVENTS BY FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS. OCCASIONALLY THEY HAVE EXPELLED 
THEM, AS AUTHORITIES DID LAST YFAR WITH GEORGE KRIMSKY OF THE 
ASSOCIATED PRESS, 

BUT SOVIET OFFICIALS HAVE NEVER SOGHT DIRECTLY TO CHALLENGE 
THE CONTENT OF FOREIGN REPORTS BY APPLYING LAWS ON SLANDER, 

MISTER WHITNEY AND MISTER PIPER QUOTED FRIENDS OF A 
CONVICTED GEORGIAN DISSIDENT, ZVIAD GAMSAKHURDIA, AS SAYING THAT 
A CONFESSION OF HIS SHOWN ON TELFVISION WAS FAKED. 

THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE ON TELEVISION AND RADIO 
HAS NOW BROUGHT A CIVIL SUIT AGAINST THE REPORTERS FOR DEFAMING 
THE HONOR OF COMMITTEE OFFICIALS. IF CONVICTED, THE AMERICAN 
REPORTERS COULD BE ORDERED TO WRITE A RETRACTION AND PAY FINES 
OF FIFTY TO THREE HUNDRED RUBLES. 

MISTER WHITNEY AND MISTER PIPER HAVE ASKED FOR A DELAY IN 


THEIR TRIAL. IN THEIR STATEMENT ON FRIDAY -- A RESPONSE TO THE 
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ORIGINAL CHARGE, THEY SAID THAT, WITHIN THE SOVIET PRACTICE OF 
N-O-T IMPOSING CFNSORSHIP ON DISPATCHES SENT ABROAD, THEY CONTEND 
THAT. THEY ACTED PROPERTLY AND IN FAIRNESS BOTH TO THEIR SOURCES 
AND TO AUTHORITIES. 

BOTH CORRESPONDENTS SAY THAT THE LEGAL ACTION AMOUNTS TO 
SOVIET CENSORSHIP, FORMAL CENSORSHIP OF FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS! 
DISPATCHES WAS STOPPED IN 1961. 

THE WHITNEY/PIPER CASE RAISES THE QUESTION OF WHETHER 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS IN MOSCOW CAN REPORT INFORMATION FROM 
OTHER THAN OFFICIAL SOVIET SOURCES, ALL OF THEM SUBJECT TO 
SOVIET CENSORSHIP, WITHOUT RISKING A LAW SUIT. 

THE WHITNEY/PIPER CASE INVOLVES VIEWS OF THE SOVIET DISSIDENT 
COMMUNITY, MANY STATEMENTS COMING FROM DISSIDENTS IN MOSCOW 
AND OTHER SOVIET CITIES ARE SHARPLY CRITICAL OF SOVIET 
GOVERNMENT PRACTICES, AS WAS THE ALLEGATION BY FRIENDS OF 
MISTER GAMSAKHURDIA THAT THE TELEVISFO CONFESSION WAS FAKED. 

A NUMBER OF DISSIDENTS HAVE BEEN CONVICTED IN SOVIET 
COURTS FOR ANTI-SOVIFT PROPAGANDA AND AGITATION, THE WHITNEY/ 
PIPER CASE NOW SUGGESTS THAT FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS WHO 
REPORT SOME OF THESE DISSIDENT STATEMENTS MIGHT BE FACED WITH 
LEGAL ACTION AS WELL, 
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